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Rhode Island's Health and Human Services Organizations Call for 

Special Session to Address Workforce Crisis 
 

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND -- A coalition of seventy health and human service (HHS) 

organizations, representing Rhode Island’s providers and advocates, has released a letter calling 

on the Governor and the General Assembly to address the escalating workforce crisis that is 

crippling the health and human service delivery system. The coalition is sounding the alarm that 

Rhode Island’s health and human services organizations face catastrophe without immediate 

additional funding. 

 

Advocates say that the system has been chronically underfunded for years, but that the COVID-

19 pandemic has now pushed it into a full-blown crisis situation which will destabilize the 

system and adversely affect access to care for thousands of Rhode Islanders. The result could 

be a catastrophic collapse of the state’s health and human services sector as the viability of 

these services comes into question. At risk are tens of thousands of jobs and the wellbeing of 

the most-vulnerable Rhode Islanders those jobs support. 

 

The seventy organizations say children in DCYF care, children with developmental disabilities, 

along with youth and adults with behavioral health, substance abuse conditions, and/or 

developmental disabilities are all at risk if more state support is not forthcoming soon. 

 



“Our member community-based agencies provide the hands-on intervention, support, and care 

that thousands of children, youth, and families rely on to prevent and resolve crises,” says Tanja 

Kubas-Meyer, Executive Director of the Rhode Island Coalition for Children and Families. 

“Without ready access to community-based services, Rhode Island’s most vulnerable children 

and youth are at risk of family separation and hospitalization. It is simply inexcusable that our 

elected leaders have not acted decisively to shore up Rhode Island’s child and family services 

sector. Without immediate action, the safety net we provide to so many vulnerable youth could 

collapse. We must stabilize our network of community-based agencies and the critical support 

they provide to so many Rhode Island children, youth, and families.” 

 

“Without a sustainable workforce, the capacity of behavioral health providers has been 

strained to unprecedented levels, resulting in delayed care for thousands of individuals in 

need,” says Cliff Cabral, CEO of Horizon Healthcare Partners. “We need to follow the lead of our 

neighboring states and take action immediately or risk a further rationing of critical care.” 

 

The HHS organizations are pushing the State, during the long-awaited special session of the 

General Assembly, to use $100 million of the untouched $1.2 billion Rhode Island has in 

American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds along with additional funding from the Home and 

Community Based Service (HCBS) Enhanced Federal Medical Assistance Percentage. The 

organizations also call upon the State of Rhode Island to tap into the $51 million budget surplus 

it recorded in 2021 to help provide funds. They call on the Governor to immediately sign such a 

spending bill and take the actions outlined in their letter. 

 

“We simply cannot wait to respond to the current crisis until January, particularly at a time 

when there is funding available today,” says Tina Spears, the Executive Director of the 

Community Provider Network of Rhode Island. 

 

These funds, under the plan put forward by Rhode Island’s health and human services 

organizations, would go towards providing the state’s HHS workforce a living wage. Funding 

would initiate a workforce development program, which the coalition says would stabilize the 

system and strengthen the health and human services system's ability to meet the needs of the 

community. 

 

The coalition of HHS organizations says it will keep up the pressure on the Governor and 

lawmakers to solve the crisis as long as it takes for a special session to be convened. Coalition 

members note that they provide services to residents across Rhode Island, in every district in 

the General Assembly. Advocates say no state legislator has constituents who are unaffected by 

the crisis and it is the Governor’s obligation to protect all Rhode Islanders. 



“Action is needed now,” says Spears, “none of the organizations signed onto this letter are 

going to rest until this crisis is addressed and the most vulnerable Rhode Islanders get the high 

quality care and support they need.” 
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